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“Currently, South Africa disposes of unthinkable amounts of waste
containing fresh water into our rivers, estuaries and ultimately the sea, often
to the detriment of these vital water resources. South Africa is a water-
stressed country and likely to become increasingly so...this is further
exacerbated by the growing demand for fresh water across all sectors. The
benefits of recycling wastewater are many. However, sewage recycling is a
somewhat controversial subject in public discourse, often eliciting a response
known as the ‘ick factor.” Logically, most of our drinking water is recycled —
considering water is extracted from the same rivers that treated (and sometimes
untreated) effluent is discharged into. Drinking recycled water is a fact of
life. The only difference between the status quo and eThekwini’s proposal to
recycle iis that, instead of aste-containing river water,
existing wastewater streams will be treated. Water is the limiting factor
when we consider basic human needs, urban expansion, service delivery,
development, economic upliftment and ultimately job creation and job

sustainability. We simply cannot afford to continue

flushing our water resources down the loo.”

~ Wildlife and Environmental Society of South Africa,
in Ulwandle sring 2012, joint publication of the

of Agri and Envil Affairs

and the Oceanographic Research Institute




